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APPENDIX G 

 

Chief officer of Police Representation in relation to an application for variation of premises licence 
made under Part 3 Section 34 Licensing Act 20039 (S35 Licensing Act 2003) 

 

Details of person making representation 

Name of Chief Officer of Police Chief Superintendent Wilson                 

Postal Address: 
(Divisional Headquarters) 
 
 

Medway Police Station 
Purser Way 
Gillingham 
Kent  
ME7 1NE 

E-mail address licensing.north.division@kent.pnn.police.uk 

Telephone Numbers:  

Licensing Co-ordinator Geoff Rowley 01634 792733 

Licensing Officers Chris Hill 01634 792276 

 Clare McLean 01634 792411 

 Diane Morley 01634 792388 

 Dan Hunt 01634 792388 

Details of premises representation is about 

Name of Premises: Kings Head 

Address of premises: 8-9 King Street 
Gravesend 
Kent DA12 2EB 

Date application received by 
police 

13/10/2020 

Date representation sent to 
Licensing Authority 

All representations must be made 
within 28 days of receipt of initial 
application 
The Licensing Act 2003 (Premises Licences and Club 
Premises Certificates) Regulations 2005. Part 4 Reg. 
22. 

19/11/2020 

The Chief Officer of Police has received an application for the grant of a premises licence 
made under the provisions of Section 17 Licensing Act 2003, and under Section 18 of that Act, 
asks the Licensing Authority to consider these representations in respect of: -  

Prevention of crime and disorder X 

Public Safety  

Prevention of public nuisance X 

Protection of children from harm  

 

 

Is this a representation regarding the Designation of Premises Supervisor under S18 (9) 
Licensing Act 2003?   No 
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If yes complete the appropriate statement: 
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Please give the reason for the representation and detail the evidence supporting it under the 
appropriate headings: 
 
These representations are in relation to an application from the Kings Head, 8-9 King Street, Gravesend to 
vary the premises licence at this location.  The Kings Head acts as a sports bar and late night venue 
operating until 0300 hours at weekends.  The bar is located in a central location within Gravesend town 
centre, in close proximity to other bars, clubs, shops and residential properties.  It would be fair to say that 
during its operation on Friday and Saturday evenings the premises are far more reminiscent of a nightclub 
than it is a bar, with a dance floor and DJs often present. 
The Kings Head Sports Bar has come to the attention of Kent Police on a number of occasions over the last 
couple of years, with incidents of crime and disorder occurring at the premises or in close proximity to, 
often as a result of customers leaving the premises in highly intoxicated states.  
 
The purpose of this variation is for the premises to add an outside bar into the rear garden/patio area of 
the venue.  Kent Police are not opposed to the operation of this bar in its entirety however do have a 
number of concerns as to the impact this additional bar will have at the premises. 
Observations from police officers and police licensing officers at the premises during weekend, evening 
operations are that customers at the venue are often highly intoxicated.  It is felt that these levels of 
intoxication are often the cause of incidents of crime and disorder, in addition to increasing the level of 
vulnerability amongst those present.  Management at the premises have been spoken to regarding this by 
Police Licensing Officers both in the past and more recently whilst operating under the current covid 
restrictions and have often stated that they find it harder to manage and monitor the behaviour of 
customers in the outside area. It is my belief that an additional bar, especially one located in the rear 
garden of the premises will lead to even greater levels of drunkenness and therefore increase the risk of 
crime and disorder occurring.    
 
Although it is appreciated that the premises are trying to make better use to the outside area, especially 
during the period of the current pandemic, Kent Police have believe that the staff at the venue will be 
unable to manage the customer in this area during the peak periods of operation and therefore request 
that the use of the proposed outside bar is limited until 22:00 each day. 
 
On reviewing the variation application it is was disappointing to see that the applicant has seemingly 
offered no additional safety measures (other than those already listed on the current premises licence) and 
made little attempt to mitigate any of the additional risk highlighted above.   I would have expected to see 
the applicant acknowledge the additional risk of operating the extra bar; especially around levels of 
drunkenness or increased risk of noise to neighbouring venues.  I would have expected the applicant to 
consider implementing additional safer measures such as increasing the levels of door staff employed, or 
imposing a last entry time to customers, or restricting the number of customers that can enter the 
garden/smoking area, however sadly this does not appear to be the case.  
 
In addition to the above Kent Police would wish to see the area of the bar and the outside area used for 
alcohol consumption covered by CCTV.   Kings Head sport Bar do currently have a condition on their 
current premises licence ( 18 00127 LAPL02) regarding CCTV however this condition does not include 
wording that would ensure coverage of the outside rear garden.   

 
 
PC 12000 Hill – Kent Police Licensing Officer 
 

PP. Ch. Supt Simon Wilson                                          Date: 19/11/2020 

North Division Area Commander 

 


